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DRY  PEA  PRODUCTION  IN  1966  DOWN  IN  SPECIFIED  COUNTRIES 


Dry  pea  production  in  19  reporting  countries  in  1966  is  estimated  at  31 
million  cwt.,  1.7  million  cwt.  below  last  year  and  k»3  million  below  the 
1960-61;  average.  Data  for  Communist  China  and  the  USSR  are  not  available 
but  each  produces  more  dry  peas  than  the  19  reporting  countries  combined. 

Production  in  India  is  estimated  at  19,700  thousand  cwt.,  about  one  mil- 
lion cwt.  less  than  the  1965  production  and  2.8  million  less  than  the  1960- 
6k  average.  Though  India’s  production  is  sizeable,  it  is  consumed  domesti- 
cally and  therefore  is  not  as  important  to  the  trade  situation  as  are  the 
other  reporting  countries. 

The  United  States  and  the  Netherlands  are  the  principal  exporters  of  dry 
peas.  The  United  Kingdom,  EEC  countries  and  several  Latin  American  countries 
are  the  major  importers. 

The  United  States  dry  pea  production  in  1966  was  3,721  thousand  cwt.  This 
was  9 percent  below  last  year’s  U,076  thousand  cwt.,  and  Ik  percent  below  the 
I96O-6I4.  average  of  U,335  thousand  cwt.  The  production  of  Alaska  peas  amounted 
to  1,988  thousand  cwt.  - 15  percent  less  than  both  a year  ago  and  the  196O-6I4, 
average.  The  production  of  Canada  peas  at  72k  thousand  cwt.  was  up  3 percent 
from  1965,  but  approximately  a third  less  than  the  I96O-6I4.  average.  Other 
kinds,  principally  wrinkled  peas  for  seed  totaled  1,009  thousand  cwt.,  down 
3 percent  from  1965  but  7 percent  above  the  1960-6U  average. 

Production  in  the  Netherlands  in  1966  is  estimated  at  81±3,000  cwt.,  1U 
percent  below  last  year  and  k9  percent  below  the  1960-6U  average.  This  con- 
tinues a downward  trend  from  approximately  2.8  million  cwt.  in  the  early 
1950’ s.  The  Netherlands  reports  a decline  of  pea  consumption  also,  especially 
of  Dunn  and  grey  peas. 


During  the  eighteen  months  ending  June  30,  1966,  nearly  10  million  cwt. 
of  peas  were  imported  by  the  Netherlands  from  the  USSR  and  310,000  cwt. 
from  Rumania.  These  imports  were  valued  at  approximately  $3.50  per  cwt. 
and  were  used  by  Dutch  feed  compounders  in  substitution  for  more  expensive 
protein  meals.  The  use  of  peas  by  feed  manufacturers  increased  from  nearly 
U50,00  cwt.  in  the  early  1960’s  to  approximately  8 million  cwt.  in  1965-66, 
due  to  an  abundance  of  low  quality,  low  priced  peas.  Dutch  imports  of  peas 
for  feed  are  projected  much  lower  for  1966-67.  The  USSR  reports  an  excellent 
quality  crop  for  1966,  most  of  which  is  being  kept  at  home  for  human  con- 
sumption. 

The  1966  reduction  of  domestic  food  pea  production  will  reduce  Dutch  pea 
exports  in  1966-67.  The  prospect  is  for  500,000  cwt.  or  less.  Dutch  exports 
ran  to  almost  2 million  cwt.  a year  in  the  early  1960’s,  exceeding  U.S.  ex- 
ports. Currently  U.S.  dry  pea  exports  are  four  times  larger  than  Dutch 
exports . 

Production  in  the  U.K.  is  estimated  at  986,000  cwto  for  1966,  5 percent 
below  a year  ago  and  27  percent  below  the  196O-6I1.  average.  While  a long 
downward  trend  in  the  U.  K.  seems  to  be  arrested  or  possibly  reversed,  the 
current  output  is  much  below  the  2.8  million  cwt.  reported  in  the  early  1950’ 
The  U.  K.  is  turning  to  the  production  of  fodder  peas  and  is  importing  dry 
peas  for  canning.  The  canning  of  dry  peas,  principally  U.S.  Alaskas,  went 
up  6 percent  in  the  U.  K.  in  the  first  half  of  1 966  to  750  thousant  cwt. 

(dry  weight  equivalent)  compared  with  708  thousand  cwt.  during  the  first 
half  of  1965.  In  1965  a total  of  l,l6l  thousand  cwt.  (dry  weight)  of  dry 
peas  were  canned. 


PEAS,  DRY  EDIBLE:  Acreage,  yield  and  production  in  specified  countries,  average  1960-6U,  annual  1965  and  1966 
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foreign  Agricultural  Service.  Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of  foreign  governments 
other  foreign  source  materials,  reports  of  U.S.  Agricultural  Attaches  and  Foreign  Service  Officers,  results  of 
office  research  and  related  information. 
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